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Office Action Summary 



Application No. 

09/817,744 



Applicant(s) 

CHOUDHARY ET AL. 



Art Unit 

1764 



Examiner 

Nadin e Norton ] __ 

: The MAILING DATE ot th,s commun ion appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 

Pe TsHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 1 MONTH(S) FROM 

THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNIC f A 7'? R N !- 1 3 6(a) , n no even, hoover, may a reply be timely fled 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, no 

after SIX (f>\ MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. «,,.,„,„„ minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

. ."he period for reply speeded above is less than thirty C«^^^ mailing dateof this communication. 

. f NO period for reply is specified above the m «T to become ABANDONED (35 US.C. § 133). 

- £S r «^ 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

I) 13 Responsive to communication® filed on 3-26-01 . 

2B)D This action is FINAL. »)□ This action is non-final. 

3 D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for • ftrnnal I matters prosecutior , as to the ments « 
] closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) hl$ is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim® is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) D Claim(s) is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) 13 Claim(s) ±16 are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 
Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

1 0 )D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a) D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

I I ) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examine, 

I If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12)D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

. w , e ^ m om jc mad* of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a>n All b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3D Copies of the certified copies of the priorrty documents , have .been received in this National Stage 
aDDlication from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)) 

•Seetheattacffie^^ .. , 

14) D Ac k now,edgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a prerenal appl.cafon). 
a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional appHcation has been rece^ 

1 5) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic prionty under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 1 21 . 

Attachment(s) 



1) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . 



4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s) . 

5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

6) D Other: 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTO-326 (Rev. 04-01) 



Office Action Summary 
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Application/Control Number: 09/817,744 
Art Unit: 1764 

DETAILED ACTION 



Election/Restrictions 
Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121: 
Claims 1-6, 8, 9 and 11-16 are generic to a plurality of disclosed patentab.y distinct 

species comprising. 

a) ammonoxidation of propylene to acrylonitrile 

b) ammonoxidation of propane to acrylonitrile 

c) oxidation of propylene to acrolein 

d) oxidation of propane to acrolein 

e) oxidation of propylene or propane to acrylic acid 

f) oxidation of naphthalene to phthalic anhydride 

g) oxidation of o-xylene to phthalic anhydride 

h) oxidation of benzene to maleic anhydride 

i) oxidation of butane to maleic anhydride 

j) Fischer Tropsch Synthesis of hydrops and/or oxygenates front CO and hydrogen 

k) gas phase chlorination of hydrocarbons 

1) oxychlorination of hydrocarbons 

m) fluid catalytic cracking of oil 

n) reforming of naphtha or other hydrocarbons 

o) reforming of hydrocarbons to synthesis gas 

p) hydrocracking of heavy oil 
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Art Unit: 1764 

q) gas phase hydrogenation of organic compounds 

Applicants are required under 35 U.S.C. 121 to elect a single disclosed species, even 
though this requirement is traversed. 

Should applicants traverse on the ground that the species are not patentably distinct, 
applicants should submit evidence or identify such evidence now of record showing the species 
to be obvious variants or clearly admit on the record that this is the case. In either instance, if the 
examiner finds one of the inventions unpatentable over the prior art, the evidence or admission 
may be used in a rejection under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) of the other invention. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nadine Norton whose telephone number is 703-305-2667. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday from 7:30 am to 6:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Marian Knode can be reached on 703-308-431 1. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-872-93 10 for regular 
communications and 703-872-9311 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 308-0661. 



N.N. 

November 4, 2002 



NADINE G. WORTON 




